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E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: MARR, JA 

SUBJECT: FOREIGN MINISTER'S MANILA REMARKS ON REARMAMENT 


1 . AFP NEWS ITEM DATFLINFD MANILA JULY 1 QUOTES FOREIGN 
MINISTER SONODA AS SAYING THAT "JAPAN HAS NO ALTERNATIVE 
BUT TO REARM TO DEFEND ITSELF AGAINST ANY EXTERNAL THREAT 
IN THE FACE OF SOVIET NAVAL BUILD UP IN PACIFIC." 

2. FOR MIN QUOTE WAS APPARENTLY TAKEN FROM AN INTERVIEW 
OF SONODA BY "BULLETIN TODAY" EDITOR TEDDY OWEN. WOULD 
APPRECIATE EMBASSY'S VIEWS THESE REMARKS AS WELL AS ANY 
FURTHER BACKGROUND MOFA MAY HAVE ON THE STATEMENT. VANCE 
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